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Introduction
Sustained-release drug delivery systems have undergone 
significant transformations over the years, shaping the landscape 
of pharmaceutical research and enhancing therapeutic outcomes. 
These innovative systems offer a versatile and patient-centric 
approach to drug administration by providing controlled and 
extended release of therapeutic agents. In this review, we delve 
into the latest advancements in the realm of sustained-release drug 
delivery systems, shedding light on their implications for both 
small molecules and biologics [1-10].

The role of excipients in parenteral formulations
To appreciate the evolution of sustained-release drug delivery, it’s 
imperative to consider the pivotal role of excipients in parenteral 
formulations. Excipients serve as crucial components in drug 
delivery systems, impacting drug stability, solubility, and release 
kinetics. A thorough understanding of excipients’ selection and 
utilization is essential in designing effective sustained-release 
formulations [11].

The evolution of commercial drug delivery technologies
Recent years have witnessed a rapid evolution in commercial drug 
delivery technologies, reflecting a dynamic landscape driven by 
research and industry innovation. As novel technologies emerge, 
the boundaries of sustained-release drug delivery continue to 

expand, allowing for the effective management of various diseases 
and conditions [12].

Advances in oral drug delivery
Oral drug delivery remains a cornerstone of pharmaceutical therapy, 
and recent advancements have unlocked new possibilities for 
improving drug absorption, bioavailability, and sustained release. 
These advancements hold the potential to transform the treatment 
of a wide range of ailments [13].

Alternative routes of drug delivery
In addition to traditional oral delivery, alternative routes such as 
buccal and sublingual administration have gained recognition 
for their ability to provide controlled drug delivery [14]. Nasal, 
ophthalmic, rectal, and vaginal drug delivery approaches have also 
seen notable advancements, expanding the possibilities for tailored 
therapeutic strategies [15-18]

Transdermal and subcutaneous drug delivery
Transdermal drug delivery systems have gained prominence due 
to their non-invasive nature and sustained release capabilities [19]. 
Subcutaneous drug delivery, on the other hand, offers innovative 
solutions for various medical conditions. Understanding the 
modelling and experimental techniques related to these routes is 
crucial for their successful implementation [20].

Sustained-release drug delivery systems have evolved significantly over the years, playing a 
pivotal role in pharmaceutical research and enhancing patient care. This abstract synthesizes 
key insights from various references to highlight the noteworthy advancements in this field.

Recent research has emphasized the importance of understanding drug properties and their 
impact on sustained-release system design. These advancements enable tailoring drug delivery to 
optimize therapeutic outcomes. Incorporating innovative technologies such as nanotechnology, 
biodegradable polymers, and matrix systems has led to the development of more efficient and 
patient-friendly sustained-release systems.

Moreover, the concept of personalized medicine is gaining prominence, opening doors to 
individualized drug delivery strategies. These strategies promise to enhance treatment efficacy 
while minimizing adverse effects. Theoretical analyses, as exemplified by Higuchi’s work, 
continue to shape the understanding of sustained-release mechanisms. Furthermore, studies on 
enteric-coated timed-release tablets. Highlight advancements in specific drug formulations to 
meet patient needs.

In conclusion, advancements in sustained-release drug delivery systems reflect a dynamic 
landscape where drug properties, innovative technologies, and personalized approaches converge 
to improve patient outcomes and drug therapy.
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the treatment of respiratory diseases and providing rapid drug 
absorption. These systems have the potential to enhance the 
delivery of both small molecules and biologics [15].

The literature indicates that drug delivery systems continue 
to evolve, offering innovative solutions for specific medical 
applications. These systems not only improve the efficacy of drug 
therapy but also enhance patient comfort and compliance. Further 
research and development in this field are expected to lead to the 
introduction of new and more effective drug delivery technologies 
[13].

As we embark on this comprehensive exploration of advancements 
in sustained-release drug delivery systems, it becomes evident 
that these technologies are instrumental in shaping the future of 
pharmaceuticals. By harnessing the power of innovative excipients, 
cutting-edge delivery technologies, and alternative administration 
routes, researchers and healthcare professionals are ushering in a 
new era of patient-centric and effective drug therapy.

In the subsequent sections of this review, we will delve deeper into 
each of these areas, highlighting the breakthroughs, challenges, and 
future prospects that define the landscape of sustained-release drug 
delivery.

Historical development of advancements in sustained-
release drug delivery systems
The journey of sustained-release drug delivery systems is 
intertwined with the evolution of pharmaceutical science and 
technology. Over the decades, significant milestones have been 
achieved, marking the historical development of these innovative 
drug delivery systems. This section offers an overview of the key 
historical events and advancements that have shaped the field.

Early exploration of controlled drug release: The early endeavours 
in controlled drug release can be traced back to pioneering work in 
the mid-20th century. Higuchi’s theoretical analysis of the rate of 
release of solid drugs dispersed in solid matrices in 1963 laid the 
foundation for understanding the mechanisms behind sustained-
action medication [5]. This seminal work ignited interest in 
achieving controlled drug release to optimize therapeutic efficacy 
and patient compliance.

Emergence of matrix-based systems: One significant milestone 
was the introduction of matrix-based systems, which played a pivotal 
role in sustained-release drug delivery. The work of researchers 
such as Chien YW and others in the 1980s and 1990s brought about 
a deeper understanding of rate-controlled drug delivery systems. 
This era saw the development of innovative matrix technologies 
that paved the way for extended-release formulations.

The influence of drug properties on design: The late 20th century 
witnessed a growing realization of the profound influence of drug 
properties on sustained-release system design. Studies by Ho and 
Lee emphasized the importance of considering drug properties 
when developing controlled drug delivery systems [9]. This insight 
led to more tailored approaches to achieve optimal drug release 
profiles.

Advancements in oral and transdermal delivery: Advancements 
in oral and transdermal drug delivery systems have been 
instrumental in providing patients with more convenient and 
effective treatment options. Research conducted by Kumar, Gupta, 

Intravesical and Osmotic Drug Delivery
Intravesical drug delivery approaches have garnered attention for 
their potential to enhance therapy for urinary bladder diseases [21]. 
Osmotic drug delivery systems, as part of modified release dosage 
forms, present unique opportunities for controlled drug release [22].

Literature review
Controlled release drug delivery systems
The concept of controlled release systems, often referred to as 
sustained or extended release systems, has gained substantial 
attention in the pharmaceutical field. These systems allow for the 
slow, controlled release of drugs over an extended period, reducing 
the frequency of administration and minimizing side effects [1].

Osmotic drug delivery systems
Osmotic pumps are advanced controlled-release devices that 
operate based on osmotic pressure. They consist of drug reservoirs 
enclosed by semipermeable membranes, allowing precise control 
over drug release rates [10]. These systems have been utilized for 
the delivery of various drugs, including those used in hypertension 
and chronic pain management [2].

Buccal and sublingual drug delivery
The buccal and sublingual routes provide alternative methods for 
drug delivery, bypassing the gastrointestinal tract and offering 
rapid absorption through the oral mucosa. This approach has been 
explored for controlled drug delivery, ensuring consistent blood 
levels and minimizing first-pass metabolism [14].

Ophthalmic drug delivery systems
Recent advances in ophthalmic drug delivery have focused on 
enhancing the efficacy and patient comfort of eye treatments. Novel 
formulations and drug delivery devices have been developed to 
address ocular diseases, such as glaucoma and age-related macular 
degeneration [16].

Vaginal drug delivery systems
Vaginal drug delivery systems have emerged as an effective 
approach for gynecological and reproductive health applications. 
They offer targeted and controlled drug release, which can improve 
the treatment of conditions like vaginal infections and contraception 
[18].

Transdermal drug delivery systems
Transdermal drug delivery systems have gained popularity due to 
their non-invasive nature and ability to provide controlled, systemic 
drug delivery. These systems are used for the management of 
chronic conditions like diabetes [19].

Rectal drug delivery systems
Rectal drug delivery provides an alternative route for systemic 
and local drug delivery. The rectal route is advantageous in cases 
where oral administration is not feasible, and it has been explored 
for various medications, including those for inflammatory bowel 
disease [17].

Nasal drug delivery systems
Advances in nasal drug delivery have focused on improving 
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transdermal, subcutaneous, rectal, and vaginal. Each of these routes 
has unique characteristics that influence drug release. For instance, 
transdermal systems rely on drug diffusion through the skin, while 
nasal systems leverage mucosal absorption [14-21].

Emerging technologies: Shed lights on emerging technologies 
and their mechanisms in sustained-release drug delivery. 
Nanomedicine-based oral drug delivery systems and osmotic 
drug delivery systems offer innovative mechanisms for achieving 
controlled drug release. Nanotechnology enables precise drug 
targeting, while osmotic systems utilize osmotic pressure gradients 
for steady drug release [3,22-24].

Future directions: Provide insights into the future of sustained-
release drug delivery mechanisms. Oral extended-release systems 
and evolving drug delivery technologies indicate ongoing 
advancements in mechanism-based drug delivery. These future 
directions promise more efficient and patient-friendly sustained-
release solutions [12,14].

Understanding the mechanisms underpinning sustained-release 
drug delivery is essential for designing effective formulations and 
optimizing therapeutic outcomes. By integrating insights from 
these key references, we gain a comprehensive understanding of 
the diverse mechanisms that drive sustained drug release across 
various delivery routes and technologies [12-14].

Factors affecting sustained release in drug delivery
Sustained-release drug delivery systems have significantly evolved, 
offering controlled and extended release of therapeutic agents [5]. 
However, the effectiveness of these systems relies on several critical 
factors, which are pivotal in designing successful sustained-release 
formulations. This section explores the key factors that impact the 
performance of sustained-release drug delivery systems, drawing 
insights from the referenced literature.

Drug properties and formulation techniques: The intrinsic 
properties of the drug itself play a fundamental role in determining 
the design of sustained-release systems. Factors such as drug 
solubility, size, and chemical stability influence the formulation 
approach and release kinetics. Formulation techniques, including 
matrix systems, nanoparticles, and biodegradable polymers, are 
tailored to accommodate these specific drug characteristics [9,25].

Excipients and polymer selection: The selection of excipients 
and polymers is critical in the development of sustained-release 
formulations. Excipients influence drug stability, solubility, 
and release profiles, necessitating careful consideration in the 
formulation process [1]. Moreover, the choice of biodegradable 
polymers, their molecular weight, and composition impact drug 
release kinetics and bioavailability [23].

Delivery technology: The technology employed in drug 
delivery systems is a significant determinant of sustained release. 
Nanotechnology-based carriers, transdermal patches, implantable 
devices, and osmotic pumps offer diverse release mechanisms. The 
selection of the most suitable technology depends on the therapeutic 
objective and patient requirements [1,3,5].

Personalized medicine approach: Advancements in personalized 
medicine have introduced a new dimension to sustained-release 
drug delivery. Tailoring drug release to individual patient 
characteristics, including genetics and metabolism, optimizes 

Malodia, and others in the early 2010s highlighted the promise of 
oral extended-release drug delivery systems [8]. Simultaneously, 
the transdermal drug delivery field continued to evolve, as shown 
by the work of Thirunavukkarasu, Nithya, and Jeyanthi in the 
management of type 2 diabetes mellitus [19].

Diversification of delivery routes: The diversification of drug 
delivery routes has been a hallmark of sustained-release system 
development. Researchers exploring buccal, sublingual, nasal, 
rectal, vaginal, intravesical and subcutaneous routes have expanded 
the possibilities for tailored therapeutic strategies [3,14,15,20,18]. 
These alternative routes offer versatility and targeted drug release 
for specific medical conditions.

Osmotic drug delivery systems: The integration of osmotic drug 
delivery systems as part of modified release dosage forms in the 
early 2010s, as studied by Keraliya, Patel, and others, brought 
about precise and consistent drug release profiles [22]. These 
systems represented a significant leap in the field, offering a robust 
platform for controlled drug delivery.

As we delve into the historical development of sustained-release 
drug delivery systems, it becomes evident that each era has 
contributed to the evolving landscape of pharmaceuticals. The 
insights and innovations from the past continue to guide researchers 
toward more effective and patient-centric drug delivery solutions

Mechanism of sustained-release drug delivery systems: 
insights from key references
Sustained-release drug delivery systems have revolutionized 
the pharmaceutical landscape, offering precise control over drug 
release kinetics and improving patient compliance and therapeutic 
outcomes. To understand the mechanism behind these systems, we 
delve into insights from several key references:

Higuchi’s theoretical analysis: In 1963, T. Higuchi introduced 
a foundational theoretical analysis that laid the groundwork for 
understanding sustained-release mechanisms. Higuchi’s work 
primarily focused on solid drugs dispersed in solid matrices, and 
his model is often referred to as the “Higuchi model.” This model is 
based on Fickian diffusion, where drug release is primarily governed 
by the concentration gradient within the matrix. Higuchi’s model 
has provided a fundamental framework for designing sustained-
release formulations and predicting drug release profiles [5].

Influence of drug properties on design: Emphasize the crucial 
role of drug properties in designing sustained-release systems. 
Drug properties, such as solubility, permeability, and particle size, 
significantly influence the release kinetics. Understanding how 
drug characteristics interact with the chosen delivery system is 
essential for achieving the desired release profile [2-9].

Excipients and formulation: Discuss the selection and utilization 
of excipients in drug delivery systems. Excipients play a pivotal 
role in controlling drug release. They can modify drug solubility, 
affect matrix erosion rates, or influence diffusion through the 
matrix. By selecting appropriate excipients and optimizing their 
concentrations, sustained-release formulations can be tailored to 
meet specific therapeutic needs [1-4].

Application-specific delivery routes: Sustained-release 
mechanisms can vary depending on the delivery route explore 
various administration routes, such as buccal, nasal, ophthalmic, 
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offer a convenient and non-invasive means of achieving sustained 
therapeutic levels, especially for drugs susceptible to degradation 
in the gastrointestinal tract.

Nasal drug delivery systems: Advancements in nasal drug 
delivery systems have expanded the options for sustained release 
[15]. These systems allow for the direct administration of drugs 
to the nasal mucosa, where controlled absorption and prolonged 
release can be achieved.

Ophthalmic drug delivery: Ophthalmic drug delivery systems 
have evolved to ensure sustained drug release within the eye 
[1]. These systems are crucial for treating ocular conditions and 
maintaining drug concentrations in the eye’s target tissues.

Intravesical drug delivery: Intravesical drug delivery approaches 
offer precise control over drug release within the urinary bladder, 
enhancing therapy for bladder-related diseases [9,21].

These diverse drug delivery technologies exemplify the breadth and 
depth of sustained-release drug delivery systems. By leveraging 
nanotechnology, microencapsulation, implantable devices, and 
alternative administration routes, researchers and pharmaceutical 
professionals continue to innovate, ensuring that patients receive 
the most effective and convenient treatment options.

Advantages and limitations on drug delivery
Excipients in parental formulation: The below following are the 
limitations and advantages of Excipients in parental formulation.

Advantages:

•	 Enhance drug stability and solubility.

•	 Enable precise control of drug release.

•	 Improve patient compliance for parenteral drug administration 
[1].

Limitations:

•	 May require careful selection to avoid compatibility issues.

•	 Limited to injectable routes, which may not be suitable for all 
drugs or patients.

Controlled drug delivery systems: The below following are the 
limitations and advantages of controlled drug delivery systems.

Advantages:

•	 Enable precise control of drug release kinetics.

•	 Reduce side effects and enhance therapeutic efficacy.

•	 Prolong drug action, reducing dosing frequency [25].

Limitations:

•	 Complex formulation and manufacturing processes.

•	 Costlier compared to immediate-release formulations.

Advances in oral drug delivery: The below following are the 
limitations and advantages of oral drug delivery.

Advantages:

•	 Highly patient-friendly and convenient.

•	 Enhance drug absorption and bioavailability.

therapeutic outcomes while minimizing adverse effects [23].

Release mechanisms: Understanding the underlying release 
mechanisms is imperative. Theoretical analyses, such as Higuchi’s 
work on solid drugs dispersed in matrices, provide insights into the 
rate of drug release [5]. Osmotic drug delivery systems offer precise 
control over release rates, enhancing therapeutic effectiveness [10].

Challenges and future perspectives: Despite these advancements, 
challenges persist, including achieving precise control over drug 
release, maintaining long-term stability, and addressing patient-
specific needs. Future research is expected to focus on improving 
sustained-release systems by harnessing emerging technologies 
and novel formulations [7,10]

Drug delivery technology
In conclusion, a multitude of factors, including drug properties, 
excipients, delivery technology, and personalized medicine 
approaches, collectively influence the design and performance of 
sustained-release drug delivery systems. An in-depth understanding 
of these factors is essential for developing effective and patient-
centric formulations that offer controlled and extended drug release, 
improving therapeutic outcomes while minimizing side effects.

Sustained-release drug delivery systems have undergone 
remarkable transformations over the years, with advancements 
driven by the integration of diverse drug delivery technologies. 
These technologies are designed to provide controlled and extended 
release of therapeutic agents, ensuring optimal drug concentrations 
in the body for enhanced therapeutic outcomes. In this section, we 
delve into a range of drug delivery technologies that have played a 
pivotal role in the development of sustained-release formulations.

Nanoparticles: Nanoparticles have emerged as versatile carriers 
for controlled drug delivery [1,24]. Engineered at the nanoscale, 
these particles exhibit unique properties that allow for precise 
control over drug release kinetics. Nanoparticles can be tailored 
to encapsulate a wide range of drugs, both small molecules and 
biologics, enabling sustained release profiles.

Microspheres: Microspheres, also known as microencapsulation 
systems, offer a platform for prolonged drug release [25]. These 
small, spherical particles are designed to encapsulate drug 
payloads and release them gradually over time. Microspheres are 
particularly valuable in cases where frequent dosing is impractical 
or inconvenient.

Implants: Implantable drug delivery systems represent a paradigm 
shift in sustained release technology [4,23]. These devices are 
surgically implanted beneath the skin, providing a controlled 
release of therapeutic agents over an extended period. Implants 
have found utility in various therapeutic areas, including hormone 
therapy and pain management.

Transdermal patches: Transdermal patches have gained 
popularity for their simplicity and effectiveness in sustained drug 
delivery [26]. These patches adhere to the skin’s surface, allowing 
drugs to pass through the skin and enter the bloodstream gradually. 
They are widely used for medications that require continuous, 
controlled release.

Buccal and sublingual routes: The buccal and sublingual routes 
of drug delivery have garnered attention for their ability to provide 
controlled drug release via the oral mucosa [14] .These routes 
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•	 Offer sustained release, improving dosing regimen.

Limitations:

•	 Gastrointestinal challenges like pH variations and enzymatic 
degradation.

•	 Not suitable for drugs with poor oral bioavailability [26].

Oral drug delivery of nanomedicine: The below following are the 
limitations and advantages of oral drug delivery of nanomedicine.

Advantages:

•	 Utilizes nanocarriers for improved drug solubility and 
targeting.

•	 Enables controlled and sustained release of drugs.

•	 Potential for personalized medicine approaches.

Limitations:

•	 Complex formulation and characterization of nanoparticles.

•	 Safety concerns related to nanotoxicity [24].

Buccal and sublingual drug delivery: The below following 
are the limitations and advantages of buccal and sublingual drug 
delivery.

Advantages:

•	 Avoids hepatic first-pass metabolism.

•	 Provides rapid onset of action.

•	 Suitable for drugs with low oral bioavailability.

Limitations:

•	 Rapid Limited to specific drug properties and patient 
preferences.

•	 Challenges in taste masking and patient acceptance [14].

Nasal drug delivery systems: The below following are the 
limitations and advantages of nasal drug delivery systems.

Advantages:

•	 Drug absorption and onset of action.

•	 Suitable for both systemic and local drug delivery.

•	 Non-invasive and convenient route.

Limitations:

•	 Limited to drugs compatible with nasal mucosa.

•	 Potential for nasal irritation [15].

Ophthalmic drug delivery: The below following are the 
limitations and advantages of ophthalmic drug delivery.

Advantages:

•	 Direct delivery to the eye, minimizing systemic exposure.

•	 Enhanced bioavailability for ocular drugs.

•	 Potential for extended drug release.

Limitations:

•	 Challenges in maintaining drug concentration in the eye.

•	 Risk of patient non-compliance [16].

Transdermal drug delivery: The below following are the 
limitations and advantages of Transdermal drug delivery.

Advantages:

•	 Sustained release over a prolonged period.

•	 Bypasses gastrointestinal and hepatic first-pass metabolism.

•	 Improved patient adherence [19].

Limitations:

•	 Limited to drugs with appropriate lipophilicity and molecular 
size.

•	 Slow onset of action for some drugs.

Subcutaneous drug delivery: The below following are the 
limitations and advantages of Subcutaneous drug delivery.

Advantages:

•	 Suitable for biologics and protein-based drugs.

•	 Provides controlled and sustained release.

•	 Reduced dosing frequency.

Limitations:

•	 Requires specialized delivery devices.

•	 Potential for injection site reactions [20].

Rectal drug delivery: The below following are the limitations and 
advantages of Rectal drug delivery.

Advantages:

•	 Suitable for local and systemic drug delivery.

•	 Bypasses hepatic first-pass metabolism.

•	 Potential for sustained release [17].

Limitations:

•	 Patient acceptability and compliance issues.

•	 Limited to specific therapeutic applications.

Vaginal drug delivery: The below following are the limitations 
and advantages of Vaginal drug delivery.

Advantages:

•	 Local and systemic drug delivery options.

•	 Suitable for gynecological treatments.

•	 Reduced systemic side effects [18].

Limitations:

•	 Limited patient acceptance for some formulations.

•	 Potential for vaginal irritation.

Intravesical drug delivery: The below following are the 
limitations and advantages of Intravesical drug delivery.

Advantages:

•	 Direct delivery to the urinary bladder.



6

Citation: Barbhuiya SI. Advancements in sustained-release drug delivery systems. AJPTI 2023; 11 (45):1-9.

AJPTI 2023 Volume 11 Issue 44

•	 Effective therapy for urinary bladder diseases.

•	 Potential for sustained release.

Limitations:

•	 Limited to specific medical conditions.

•	 Challenges in maintaining drug concentration [21].

Osmotic drug delivery: The below following are the limitations 
and advantages of Osmotic drug delivery.

Advantages:

•	 Provides controlled and predictable drug release.

•	 Suitable for a wide range of drugs.

•	 Reduced dosing frequency [22].

Limitations:

•	 Requires specialized osmotic pumps.

•	 Limited to drugs compatible with osmotic systems.

Discussing these advantages and limitations for each technology 
will provide a comprehensive understanding of the diverse drug 
delivery approaches available in pharmaceutical research and their 
applicability to different therapeutic scenarios

Advances in nanotechnology
Nanotechnology has emerged as a transformative force in the field 
of drug delivery, offering precise control over drug release kinetics 
and addressing various challenges associated with conventional 
formulations. This section explores recent advancements in 
nanotechnology-based drug delivery systems, underscoring their 
profound impact on enhancing drug solubility, bioavailability, and 
sustained release.

Key advancements
Nanoparticles for enhanced solubility: Recent research has 
witnessed the development of nanoparticulate drug delivery 
systems that effectively address the issue of poorly soluble drugs 
[2,24]. By encapsulating drugs within nanoparticles, their solubility 
is improved, ensuring better absorption and bioavailability [25].

Improved bioavailability: Nanoformulations have the potential to 
significantly enhance drug bioavailability [4]. This improvement 
is attributed to the increased surface area and surface-to-volume 
ratio of nanoparticles, enabling more efficient drug absorption and 
distribution in the body [2,24]

Precise sustained release: Nanocarriers provide a platform 
for precise control over drug release kinetics. Through various 
strategies such as surface modification and matrix systems, 
sustained release profiles can be tailored to match therapeutic 
requirements, optimizing treatment outcomes [2].

Biological and biocompatible nanocarriers
Recent developments have also focused on the use of biocompatible 
nanocarriers for drug delivery, addressing concerns related to 
toxicity and biocompatibility. These carriers offer a safe and 
effective means of delivering a wide range of therapeutic agents, 
including small molecules and biologics [24,21].

Nanomedicine for targeted delivery
The advent of nanomedicine has paved the way for targeted drug 
delivery, minimizing off-target effects and maximizing therapeutic 
efficacy. Ligand-conjugated nanoparticles and multifunctional 
nanosystems allow for site-specific drug delivery, particularly in 
the treatment of cancer and other complex diseases [24].

Challenges and future directions
While nanotechnology-based drug delivery systems hold immense 
promise, several challenges, including manufacturing scalability 
and regulatory considerations, must be addressed [2,24]. The 
ongoing exploration of novel nanomaterials and advanced 
manufacturing techniques offers exciting prospects for overcoming 
these hurdles and advancing the field [2,24,27].

In conclusion, nanotechnology has ushered in a new era of drug 
delivery, offering solutions to long-standing challenges in drug 
solubility, bioavailability, and sustained release. The incorporation 
of biocompatible nanocarriers and targeted delivery strategies 
demonstrates the potential to revolutionize the way we administer 
drugs, ultimately improving patient outcomes [24,21].

Transdermal and implantable devices:  Advancements in 
sustained-release drug delivery systems extend to alternative routes 
of administration beyond traditional oral and parenteral methods. 
Transdermal and implantable drug delivery systems have emerged 
as notable strategies, offering distinct advantages in terms of 
convenience, patient compliance, and therapeutic efficacy.

Transdermal drug delivery systems: Transdermal drug delivery 
systems have gained significant attention for their non-invasive 
and sustained release capabilities. These systems rely on the 
skin’s ability to absorb and transport drugs into the bloodstream, 
bypassing the gastrointestinal tract and the need for frequent 
dosing. Recent developments have enhanced their versatility and 
effectiveness, making them suitable for a wide range of therapeutic 
applications [19]. 

One key aspect of transdermal drug delivery is the management 
of type 2 diabetes mellitus, where these systems have proven 
effective in maintaining optimal blood glucose levels. The 
review by Thirunavukkarasu et al.,  discusses various aspects of 
transdermal drug delivery systems and their application in diabetes 
management [19].

Implantable drug delivery devices: Implantable drug delivery 
devices represent another facet of sustained release technology. 
These devices are designed to be placed inside the body, ensuring 
controlled and continuous drug release over extended periods. 
They are particularly valuable in cases where regular injections or 
oral medications may be impractical or lead to compliance issues 
[7].

Incorporating innovative technologies, such as biodegradable 
polymers and osmotic pumps, implantable devices offer advantages 
in terms of treatment efficacy and patient convenience [2,10]. The 
chapter by Chien in “Rate Controlled Drug Delivery Systems” 
(2005) provides insights into the design and application of rate-
controlled implantable devices [2].
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Convenience and advantages
Transdermal patches and implantable devices offer several 
advantages in various therapeutic areas. Their non-invasive nature 
minimizes patient discomfort, and their ability to maintain a steady 
drug release rate reduces the risk of therapeutic gaps or fluctuations. 
Additionally, they are well-suited for medications with a narrow 
therapeutic window, where precise dosing is crucial for optimal 
outcomes [19,2,10].

In conclusion, the exploration of sustained-release drug delivery 
systems extends to transdermal patches and implantable devices, 
ushering in an era of patient-centric and effective drug therapy. 
These technologies continue to evolve, providing healthcare 
professionals with versatile tools to improve treatment regimens 
across diverse medical conditions.

Personalized medicine
Personalized medicine has emerged as a transformative concept in 
the field of drug delivery, promising to revolutionize the way we 
administer and manage therapies.

Recent developments in pharmaceutical research underscore the 
importance of understanding individual patient characteristics, such 
as genetics, physiology, and disease profiles, to tailor drug delivery 
systems to their unique needs. Advances in personalized medicine 
are opening new horizons for precision medicine by optimizing the 
therapeutic response while minimizing adverse effects [19].

In the context of drug delivery, personalized medicine strategies 
involve:

Genetic profiling: Genetic information is utilized to identify 
patient-specific drug responses and predict how individuals may 
metabolize drugs. This knowledge allows for the customization of 
drug formulations and dosing regimens.

Pharmacogenomics: The study of genetic variations that 
influence drug responses enables the selection of the most suitable 
drug delivery systems for specific patients based on their genetic 
makeup.

Individualized formulations: Drug delivery technologies are 
designed to accommodate variations in drug metabolism and 
absorption. For example, nanoparticles can be tailored to release 
drugs at a rate optimal for an individual patient’s needs [19].

Therapeutic monitoring: Real-time monitoring of drug levels in a 
patient’s bloodstream helps adjust drug delivery systems to maintain 
a therapeutic window. This approach minimizes fluctuations and 
maximizes efficacy.

The potential of personalized medicine in drug delivery is 
particularly evident in chronic diseases, oncology, and conditions 
with varying treatment responses among patients. By harnessing the 
power of personalized medicine, drug delivery systems can be fine-
tuned to deliver precise doses, ensure optimal drug concentrations, 
and minimize adverse reactions, ultimately improving patient 
outcomes and quality of life [19].

Challenges and future directions
The field of sustained-release drug delivery systems has 
witnessed significant advancements over the years, but it is not 
without its challenges. Addressing these challenges and charting 

future directions is essential to further enhance the efficacy and 
applicability of such systems.

Complexity of biologics: Biologics, including monoclonal 
antibodies and gene therapies, pose unique challenges in sustained 
release due to their larger molecular size and sensitivity to 
environmental factors [12].

Future research should focus on developing specialized delivery 
systems tailored for biologics, ensuring their stability and controlled 
release.

Oral drug delivery optimization: Although oral drug delivery 
is convenient, it faces hurdles such as low bioavailability and 
gastrointestinal barriers.

Future directions should involve innovations in formulation 
techniques, including nanoparticle-based delivery, to improve oral 
drug delivery efficiency [13].

Alternative routes of administration: Investigate alternative 
routes of drug administration, such as buccal, sublingual, nasal, 
rectal, vaginal, and subcutaneous, to address patient-specific needs 
and preferences.

Optimize these routes to achieve sustained and controlled drug 
release while maintaining patient comfort and compliance [14-21].

Personalized medicine and patient-specific therapies: Explore 
the full potential of personalized medicine in drug delivery by 
tailoring release kinetics to individual patient characteristics.

Develop smart drug delivery systems that can adapt to changing 
patient needs and optimize therapeutic outcomes [19].

Advanced modeling and experimental techniques: Enhance 
modeling and experimental techniques to better predict drug 
release and distribution within the body.

Incorporate computational tools and experimental methodologies 
to design more effective sustained-release systems [20].

Intravesical drug delivery for bladder diseases: Investigate 
intravesical drug delivery approaches for improved therapy of 
urinary bladder diseases.

Focus on developing targeted and sustained release systems to 
enhance the efficacy of treatments [21].

Osmotic drug delivery systems: Continue research on osmotic 
drug delivery systems, as they have shown promise in controlled 
drug release.

Explore their potential applications in a broader range of therapeutic 
areas [15].

Addressing regulatory and safety concerns
Collaborate with regulatory bodies to establish guidelines for novel 
drug delivery technologies. Ensure that safety concerns related 
to long-term use of sustained-release systems are adequately 
addressed.

Personalized medicine is a rapidly evolving paradigm in the field of 
drug delivery, offering tailored therapeutic solutions to individual 
patients. This trend is rooted in an understanding of patient-specific 
factors, drug properties, and delivery routes, as highlighted in 
various references.
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Vargason et al., emphasize the evolution of commercial drug 
delivery technologies [12]. The shift towards personalized drug 
delivery aligns with the broader concept of precision medicine, 
aiming to optimize treatment outcomes.

In their review on oral drug delivery advancements, Alqahtani et 
al., acknowledge the potential for personalized treatment regimens 
[13]. By addressing factors like patient preferences and genetic 
variations, personalized oral drug delivery can enhance drug 
efficacy and patient adherence.

Thirunavukkarasu et al., delve into the modeling and experimental 
techniques for subcutaneous drug delivery [19]. Personalized 
approaches in this context can lead to improved dose titration and 
enhanced therapeutic outcomes, particularly in chronic conditions. 

The exploration of vaginal drug delivery by Mahant et al., reveals 
emerging trends in tailoring drug delivery to the unique needs of 
women’s health [18]. Personalized vaginal drug delivery systems 
have the potential to revolutionize the treatment of various 
gynecological conditions.

The work of Palugan et al., on intravesical drug delivery approaches 
underscores the importance of customization in urinary bladder 
disease therapy [21]. Personalized intravesical drug delivery 
strategies can minimize side effects and improve patient comfort.

Discussion
The role of excipients in parenteral formulations 
The role of excipients in parenteral formulations cannot be 
understated. Excipients influence drug stability, solubility, and 
release kinetics. Understanding how to select and use excipients 
effectively is crucial for designing sustained-release formulations. 
This section emphasizes the importance of excipients in achieving 
the desired drug delivery profiles and patient outcomes [11].

The evolution of commercial drug delivery technologies
Recent years have witnessed a rapid evolution in commercial 
drug delivery technologies. This evolution reflects the dynamic 
landscape driven by both research and industry innovation. As 
new technologies emerge, the boundaries of sustained-release drug 
delivery continue to expand, offering more effective options for 
managing various diseases and conditions. This section highlights 
the continuous progress in the field and its potential impact on 
healthcare [12].

Advances in oral drug delivery
Oral drug delivery remains a fundamental pillar of pharmaceutical 
therapy. Recent advancements have paved the way for improved 
drug absorption, enhanced bioavailability, and sustained release 
through innovative oral drug delivery systems. These developments 
hold the potential to transform the treatment of a wide range of 
medical conditions. This section underscores the importance of 
oral drug delivery and its ongoing refinement [13].

Alternative routes of drug delivery
Alternative routes of drug delivery, such as buccal, sublingual, 
nasal, ophthalmic, rectal, and vaginal routes, have gained 
recognition for their ability to provide controlled drug delivery. 
These various approaches offer tailored therapeutic strategies and 

expanded possibilities for patient care. This section acknowledges 
the diversity of drug delivery methods and their contributions to 
personalized treatment options [14-18].

Transdermal and subcutaneous drug delivery
Transdermal drug delivery systems are noted for their non-invasive 
nature and sustained release capabilities, while subcutaneous 
drug delivery provides innovative solutions for various medical 
conditions. Understanding the modeling and experimental 
techniques related to these routes is essential for their successful 
implementation. This section highlights the growing importance of 
transdermal and subcutaneous drug delivery methods [19-20].

Intravesical and osmotic drug delivery
Intravesical drug delivery approaches offer potential enhancements 
for therapy in urinary bladder diseases, and osmotic drug delivery 
systems, as part of modified release dosage forms, provide unique 
opportunities for controlled drug release. This section underscores 
the significance of these specific drug delivery approaches and their 
potential to improve patient care [21-22].

Conclusion
In conclusion, the emerging trend of personalized medicine in 
drug delivery is poised to reshape the landscape of healthcare. By 
considering individual patient characteristics, preferences, and 
medical needs, personalized drug delivery systems aim to maximize 
therapeutic efficacy while minimizing adverse effects. As research 
and technology continue to advance, the integration of personalized 
medicine principles into drug delivery holds significant promise for 
the future of healthcare.

References
1. Brahmankar DM, Jaiswal SB. Biopharmaceutics and 

pharmacokinetics: Pharmacokinetics. 2009;399-401.
2. Chien YW. Rate-control drug delivery systems: controlled 

release vs. sustained release. Med prog tech. 1989; 115:21-46.
3. Chauhan MJ, Patel SA. A Concise Review on Sustained Drug 

Delivery System and Its Opportunities. Am J Pharmtech Res. 
2012; 2(2): 227-238.   

4. Pundir S, Badola A, Sharma D. Sustained Release matrix 
technology and recent advance in matrix drug delivery system: 
a review. Int J Drug Res Tech.  2013; 3(1): 12.  

5. Higuchi T. Mechanism of sustained-action Medication: 
Theoretical analysis of rate of release of solid Drugs dispersed 
in solid matrices. J. Pharm Sci, 1963; 52:1145-1149. 

6. Modi SA, Gaikwad PD, Bankar VH, et al. Sustained Release 
Drug Delivery System: A Review. J Pharm Sci. 2011; 147-160.  

7. Wise DL, Venkatraman S, Davar N, et al. An Overview of 
Controlled Release Systems, Handbook of Pharmaceutical 
Controlled Release Technology.2000;  431-464.

8. Kumar S, Gupta V, Malodia K. Oral Extended Release Drug 
Delivery System: A Promising Approach. Asian J Pharm Tech. 
2012; 2(2): 38-43.  

9. Ho WH, Lee VHL. Influence of drug Properties on design, 
Controlled Drug Delivery Fundamentals and Applications, 
2ndedition .1987; 16-25

https://www.worldcat.org/title/Biopharmaceutics-and-pharmacokinetics-:-a-treatise/oclc/775010126
https://www.worldcat.org/title/Biopharmaceutics-and-pharmacokinetics-:-a-treatise/oclc/775010126
https://www.semanticscholar.org/paper/Rate-control-drug-delivery-systems%3A-controlled-vs.-Yw/1192bb16c0caa8b291653204ad2005bc8b02209c
https://www.semanticscholar.org/paper/Rate-control-drug-delivery-systems%3A-controlled-vs.-Yw/1192bb16c0caa8b291653204ad2005bc8b02209c
https://scholar.google.com/scholar?hl=en&as_sdt=0%2C5&q=A+Concise+Review+on+Sustained+Drug+Delivery+System+and+Its+Opportunities&btnG=
https://scholar.google.com/scholar?hl=en&as_sdt=0%2C5&q=A+Concise+Review+on+Sustained+Drug+Delivery+System+and+Its+Opportunities&btnG=
https://www.ijdrt.com/articles/sustained-release-matrix-technology-and-recent-advance-inmatrix-drug-delivery-system-a-review.pdf
https://www.ijdrt.com/articles/sustained-release-matrix-technology-and-recent-advance-inmatrix-drug-delivery-system-a-review.pdf
https://www.ijdrt.com/articles/sustained-release-matrix-technology-and-recent-advance-inmatrix-drug-delivery-system-a-review.pdf
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/jps.2600521210
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/jps.2600521210
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/jps.2600521210
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0022354915341976?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0022354915341976?via%3Dihub
https://www.routledge.com/Handbook-of-Pharmaceutical-Controlled-Release-Technology/Wise/p/book/9780824703691
https://www.routledge.com/Handbook-of-Pharmaceutical-Controlled-Release-Technology/Wise/p/book/9780824703691
https://www.routledge.com/Handbook-of-Pharmaceutical-Controlled-Release-Technology/Wise/p/book/9780824703691
https://www.indianjournals.com/ijor.aspx?target=ijor:ajpt&volume=2&issue=2&article=002
https://www.indianjournals.com/ijor.aspx?target=ijor:ajpt&volume=2&issue=2&article=002
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/B978012814423700006X
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/B978012814423700006X


Barbhuiya SI/Kumar V

9 AJPTI 2023 Volume 11 Issue 44

10.	 Devraj, Bhatt DC. Studies on enteric coated Sustained timed-
release tablets of Metronidazole. J. Chem. Pharm. Res, 2(2), 
2010, 226-232. 

11.	 Rayaprolu BM, Strawser JJ, Anyarambhatla  G. Excipients in 
parenteral formulations: selection considerations and effective 
utilization with small molecules And biologics. Drug Dev Ind 
Pharm. 2018; 44 1565–1571.  

12.	 Vargason AM, Anselmo AC, Mitragotri S. The evolution of 
commercial drug delivery technologies.  Nat Biomed Eng. 
(2021); 5 951–967. 

13.	  Alqahtani MS, Kazi M, Alsenaidy MA , et al. Advances in oral 
drug delivery.  Front. Pharmacol. 2021; 12:618411. 

14.	 Morales JO, Vuddanda PR, Velaga S. Controlled drug delivery 
via the buccal and sublingual routes. Fundam  Drug Deliv. 
2021; 433–448. 

15.	 Hussein NR, Omer HK, Elhissi AMA, et al. Advances in Nasal 
Drug Delivery Systems, Academic Press. 2020; 279–311.

16.	 A.Chauhan, L. Fitzhenry, A.P. Serro, Recent Advances in 
Ophthalmic Drug Delivery. 2022; 14(10):1–5. 

17.	 Misbah MUH, Razzak M, Uddin MAet al. Rectal drug delivery 
system: an overview. Clin. Pharmacol. Biopharm. 2021.

18.	 Mahant S,  Sharma AK, Gandhi H, et al . Emerging trends and 
potential prospects in vaginal drug delivery. Curr Drug Deliv. 
2022. 

19.	 Thirunavukkarasu  A, Nithya R, Jeyanthi J. Transdermal 
drug delivery systems for the effective management of type 
2 diabetes mellitus: a review. Diabetes Res. Clin. Pract. 2022; 
109996. 

20.	 Sharma P, Gajula K, Dingari NN, et al.  Subcutaneous 
drug delivery: a review of the state-of-the-art modelling 
and Experimental techniques, J. Biomech. Eng. 2022; 
145(2):020801. 

21.	 Palugan L, Cerea M, Cirilli M, et al.  Intravesical drug delivery 
approaches for improved therapy of urinary bladder diseases. 
Int J Pharm 2021; 3:100100. 

22.	 Keraliya RA, Patel C, Patel P, et al.  Osmotic drug delivery 
system as a part of modified release dosage form. ISRN Pharm 
.2012;528079, 

23.	 Lieberman HA, Lachman L, Kanig J L. The theory and 
practice of industrial pharmacy, 3rd Edn 430-456 

24.	 Sahoo D, Bandaru R, Samal SK, et al.  Oral Drug Delivery of 
Nanomedicine. Academic Press. 2021; 181–207.  

25.	 Lee VHL. Controlled Drug Delivery Fundamentals and 
Applications: Influence of drug Properties on design. 2nd ed. 
Marcel Dekker. 1987; 16-25. 

26.	 Wani MS. Controlled Release System-A Review. 2008
27.	 Verma R, Garg S. Current Status of Drug Delivery Technologies 

and Future Directions,.2001. 

*Correspondence to:
Sharul Islam Barbhuiya
Department of Pharmacy
HIMT College of Pharmacy
Greater Noida, India 
E-mail: sharulislam30@gmail.com 

https://www.cabdirect.org/cabdirect/abstract/20103251969
https://www.cabdirect.org/cabdirect/abstract/20103251969
https://doi.org/10.1080/03639045.2018.1483392.
https://doi.org/10.1080/03639045.2018.1483392.
https://doi.org/10.1080/03639045.2018.1483392.
https://doi.org/%2010.1038/s41551-021-00698-w
https://doi.org/%2010.1038/s41551-021-00698-w
https://doi.org/10.3389/%20Fphar.2021.61841
https://doi.org/10.3389/%20Fphar.2021.61841
https://doi.org/10.1002/9781119769644
https://doi.org/10.1002/9781119769644
https://doi.org/10.1016/B978-0-12-819712-7.00015-2
https://doi.org/10.1016/B978-0-12-819712-7.00015-2
https://www.mdpi.com/1999-4923/14/10/2075
https://www.mdpi.com/1999-4923/14/10/2075
https://www.omicsonline.org/open-access-pdfs/rectal-drug-delivery-system-an-overview.pdf
https://www.omicsonline.org/open-access-pdfs/rectal-drug-delivery-system-an-overview.pdf
https://doi.org/10.2174/1567201819666220413131243
https://doi.org/10.2174/1567201819666220413131243
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.diabres.2022.109996
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.diabres.2022.109996
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.diabres.2022.109996
https://doi.org/10.1115/1.4055758
https://doi.org/10.1115/1.4055758
https://doi.org/10.1115/1.4055758
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2590156721000293
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2590156721000293
file://10.22.139.28/Graphic/Bhaskar_Graphic/E%20Drive%20files/Dattu/OpenAccess/AJPTI/AJPTI%20Vol-11%20Iss-44/AJPTI%20Vol-11%20Iss-44%20AJPTI-23-118480/Content/1.%09https:/doi.org/10.5402/2012/528079.
file://10.22.139.28/Graphic/Bhaskar_Graphic/E%20Drive%20files/Dattu/OpenAccess/AJPTI/AJPTI%20Vol-11%20Iss-44/AJPTI%20Vol-11%20Iss-44%20AJPTI-23-118480/Content/1.%09https:/doi.org/10.5402/2012/528079.
https://www.worldcat.org/title/The-Theory-and-practice-of-industrial-pharmacy/oclc/148231775
https://www.worldcat.org/title/The-Theory-and-practice-of-industrial-pharmacy/oclc/148231775
https://doi.org/10.1016/B978-0-12-820466-5.00009-0
https://doi.org/10.1016/B978-0-12-820466-5.00009-0
https://scholar.google.co.in/scholar?cluster=7005692647973985806&hl=en&as_sdt=0,5&as_vis=1
https://scholar.google.co.in/scholar?cluster=7005692647973985806&hl=en&as_sdt=0,5&as_vis=1
https://scholar.google.co.in/scholar?q=Controlled+Release+System-A+Review&hl=en&as_sdt=0&as_vis=1&oi=scholart
http://alfresco-static-files.s3.amazonaws.com/alfresco_images/pharma/2014/08/22/7eeeb463-cacd-4fe0-8689-08cecdc2d567/article-144834.pdf
http://alfresco-static-files.s3.amazonaws.com/alfresco_images/pharma/2014/08/22/7eeeb463-cacd-4fe0-8689-08cecdc2d567/article-144834.pdf

